
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2003. 

Present:
Bill Shaw – Chair 



Becky Withers – Vice Chair 





Yvonne Bradbury



Tim Harker



David Brown




Jonny Sykes



Nick Conder




David Clark – Parish Clerk


In attendance :
 Mike Winterbourne, Tidworth Trust Outreach Officer:  Cllr David Lay WCC,   PC John Davis. 

Note:   Prior to the meeting, the Council was joined by Chute Forest Parish Council in order that Mike Winterbourne, Tidworth Trust Outreach Worker, could explain his function/role and invite initiatives which might be facilitated by him.  After a brief exchange of ideas he then departed.  PC Davis indicated that he had no specific input to make and it was agreed he might also depart. CFPC then withdrew and the meeting was formally opened at 19.45.
ITEM 1 :
APOLOGIES
  :   KDC Cllr Peter Veasey
ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  There were none. 

ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on  31st July 2003 was proposed by D Brown, seconded by B Withers,  and approved by all.  

ITEM 4 :
MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Emergency Planning (Item 4.2) :  The Chair advised that Mr Jim Gale was prepared to be the Parish Community Emergency Volunteer (CEV) subject to provision of some assistance.  No Members felt able to meet this request but the Clerk would provide some administrative support.  It was agreed that a letter of appointment should be issued.  Action Clerk/Chair
4.2
Gift Vouchers for Youth (Item 4.3)      B Withers advised that vouchers to a value of £80 would provide equipment for the Chute Youth Club and the balance, of £20, would be used to help the Sunday (Childrens’) Club. Nth Wilts DC to be advised with thanks.   Action : Clerk
4.3
Recycling @ Cross Keys (Item 4.4).  The Clerk confirmed that KDC had approved the site but Recycling Bins had not appeared.  KDC  to be asked to expedite.   Action : Clerk

4.4
SEKCAF Meeting (Item 4.5).
     The Chair attended the meeting on 15th September. He noted the main item of interest was on the recent ‘plague’ of flies. The KDC environmental health officer had confirmed that there was no basis for formal action this year but arrangements would be made to monitor the situation at an earlier stage next year.  
4.5
Tibbs Meadow South Boundary – ‘Field Hedge’(Item 4.6)
The Clerk advised that action by KDC (Arboricultural Officer) was still awaited. It was agreed to await outcome of  this action.  
4.6
Children’s Play Facilities/Road Safety (Item 7.1)
The Clerk read the outcome of his approach to Stephen Cross the Divisional Highways Manager.  In summary:- The cost of speed humps was likely to be c. £20,000 due largely to the cost of a ‘Traffic Order’ – required for any ‘obstruction’ on a highway.  The village was unlikely to have sufficient priority to obtain funding and this was likely to be prohibitive as a local tax imposition.   Also, the erection of warning signs was only legal in specific circumstances, such as to warn of a school, none of which appeared to apply in Upper Chute.
4.7
However, the Highways Authority Road Safety Officer had noted that the if the  land was owned by the Parish, and not highways land, then the PC could put up signs of it’s own.  She suggested a children’s competition to design such a sign which would have significant community impact and alert the children to the hazards.  It was agreed that this proposal had merit and should be investigated.  Becky Withers agreed to raise the matter with the Youth Club Committee.   The Clerk to put out a general notice of the action being considered and to seek advice of funding support – eg for production/erection of signs – from Mike Winterbourne (Tidworth Outreach).    Action :  B Withers & Clerk
4.8
Ragwort (Item 7.3)
The Chair noted that the DEFRA draft Code of Practice for control of  this weed (circulated by the Clerk).  It was agreed that, on this basis,  no action was required.

ITEM 5 : CHESTNUT TREE ON UPPER CHUTE VILLAGE GREEN
5.1
The Clerk had obtained three independent tenders for the work recommended by KDC – from the KDC list - quoted the content of these without revealing their origin,  and noted that the costs and approach varied considerably.  Discussion recognised that the tree had rotted in the centre and that it was only by investing in it’s current, and on-going, management that it could be preserved until a replacement could be grown.  It was also noted that only the median cost tender had  volunteered the advice that the tree which stood behind the Chestnut required early management and included this work in the price. The Chair summarised by suggesting that the median cost tender - @£260 (Vat Ex) -  was the most impressive and seemed to represent best value for money. He proposed that this be accepted and funded in the current year from the unallocated reserve of £750 (see minutes of 19th June meeting – item 5.2).   This proposal was seconded by T Harker and agreed by all.   Clerk’s note : the 3 tenders were checked by the Chair at the close of the meeting and it was confirmed that the approved tender was from ‘Ian Pocock – Arboricultural Consultant & Contractor of Pewsey’.    
5.2
The Chair asked the Clerk to liaise with the selected tenderer  to have the work approved by KDC and then executed at the best time –understood to be after leaf-fall. Action : Clerk
ITEM 6 : FINANCE 
6.1
The Clerk advised that Item 6.5 on the agenda was cancelled since the Insurers had undertaken to provide cover for the notice boards for the balance of this year without extra charge. 
6.2
The Chair noted that the proposed payments of salary and excess hours supplement were in accord with the paper he had circulated well in advance of the meeting – copy to be filed with the minutes.  He advised that all payments proposed in the Agenda were budgeted for except that for the excess hours supplement which was £132 over current provision due to higher hours .   He proposed that this, if agreed, should also be funded from the unallocated reserve (see 5/1) and the balance transferred into the contingency reserve: seconded by T Harker and agreed by all.

6.3
The Chair then noted that approval of the ‘Refund of Expenses’ and an ‘Excess Hours Supplement’ were based on supporting figures presented by the Clerk.  J Sykes then confirmed that he had carried out a thorough spot check of both records and found them to be well maintained, accurate, and appropriate to the task – the records would be filed with the Accounts.
6.4 
The chair then proposed approval of the expenditure at items 6.1, 6.2, 6.3 and 6.4 on the Agenda,  seconded  by N Conder and approved by all.
ITEM 7 : REVIEW OF OUTCOME OF PRESENTATION BY  WILTSHIRE AMBULANCE SERVICE (WAS)

7.1
T Harker reported on the possibility of setting up a Community Responder System. WAS were prepared to consider supporting this. The community would have to meet the costs of equipment but St John’s Ambulance Service were prepared to train a group (6 minimum) free. The number of committed volunteers would however have to be significant – say 15 to20.  After discussion it was agreed that the function of the Council was to promote/facilitate such an initiative and T Harker would try to establish the degree of potential support via the Chronicle. Action : T Harker
7.2
O.S map References.   Whilst it was agreed that these could perhaps be useful the WAS presentation indicated clearly that other new forms of aid to location were available now and the quotation, under pressure, of incorrect OS References could be counter effective – no action at present.
7.3
Availability of up-to-date maps showing individual residences.   The Clerk reported that he had pressed for provision of these via the WCC Emergency Planning Officer but with no success to date.  After discussion the Clerk was asked to pursue supply of such maps via the KDC Planning Staff.   Action: Clerk
7.4
Action to promote the swift up-dating of maps/map software.  It was agreed that action should he held pending resolution of action to obtain base maps – item 7.3 above.
ITEM 8 : REVIEW OF COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP ACTION PLANS
8.1
The CSP task Group Action Plans had been circulated pre-meeting. After discussion it was agreed that the only input required was recognition that recreational off-road vehicles represented a safety hazard to themselves and residents/riders etc. The Clerk to seek inclusion. Action : Clerk 

ITEM 9 : REVIEW OF ACTION REQUIRED ON ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
9.1
A letter from the Community Safety Partnership dated 13 June 03 had been circulated pre-meeting reminding of the need under the Crime & Disorder Act to, inter alia,  record data on anti-social behaviour and to ensure suitable facilities were made available for young people. It was noted that such instances were recorded but there were very few.  As regards facilities it was noted that some of the youngsters were getting rather old for the Youth Group and it was suggested that Tidworth Outreach should be asked for advice.   Action: Clerk
ITEM 10 :   WESTBURY CEMENT WORKS – USE OF RFL – PUBLIC ENQUIRY 
10.1
Prompted by an approach from Friends of The Earth, the Clerk had obtained and circulated papers from the Environment Agency on a proposal to trial the burn of waste chemicals as fuel at this Cement Works.   Discussion produced views ranging from approval of a pragmatic use of waste chemicals which would otherwise be landfill or burnt without energy recovery to concerns over the extent/adequacy of the proposed QA controls.  On a vote of six for and one against, it was decided that a Public Enquiry should be requested.  Action: Clerk
ITEM 11 : CHANGES TO ‘TREASURER’S ACCOUNT’ PROPOSED BY LLOYDS TSB
11.1
The Clerk outlined the changes proposed and indicated that a separate deposit account would be necessary to retain the payment of interest.   In response to a question he stated that £8.60 had been paid by the bank in FY 2002/03. On this basis it was felt that the Council’s administrative costs of running two accounts would outweigh the saving of interest. The Clerk was therefore instructed to take no action.   Proposed T Harker, seconded Chairman and agreed by all.
ITEM 12 :  ANY OTHER BUSINESS
12.1
North Wessex Downs AONB   The importance of this new body was agreed: D Brown to attend 1st Annual Meeting.    Action : D Brown
12.2
Chute Web-site     Interest continues – advice awaited from Mike Winterbourne.
12.3
Community Cleansing Grant   The Clerk outlined a possible ‘Children’s Litter Picking’ event for which funds might be available next year.   It was confirmed that this was within Council policy and should be notified to KDC in response to their approach.  Action : Clerk
12.4
Caravan Rallies at Village Hall    The Chair advised that the Council had been sent a copy of a letter from a Parishioner voicing concern over such events – he confirmed that the Hall Committee would deal with this.
12.5
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair then noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 6 November 2003 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting..
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Dated


